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In what only true Religion consists. 


We must understand the meaning of every term in 
a proposition, before we can assent to it or dissent from 
it: for words, ef which we do not understand the signi- 
fication, are the same to us as if they had no significa- 
tion at all. How much therefore more honest and pru- 
dent would it be to own, at first, our ignorance con- 
abstruce s) eculations, than to form pro- 


ceming certain . 
them, pretend to define and explain 


positions about 


them, and then confess that we do not understand our | 


| the heathens do; for they think they shall be heard 


awn definitions and explanations ; aud call ont heresy 

A. 

aud atheism, when we are desirea to speak intelligibly, 

and tell what we mes)! 
But to the proofs from 


Seyipture: John iii. 8, says, 
fe that believeth in him js not condemned; but he 


helieveth not, is condemned already.’ And ver. 36, 


that 
To that believeth on the Son, hath everlasting life; 
nd he that believeth not on the Son, shall not see 
te. And vi. 46,‘ Every ove who seeth the Son, and 
elieveth on him,may have everlasting life.’ And 31. 
‘lam the living bread which came down from heaven ; 


And 


43,» ‘To him all the prophets bear witness, 


f any man cut of this, he shall live forever.’ 
Acts x. 
that through his name, whoever shal] believe in him, 
And xvi. 31, * And 


shall receive remission Of sits.’ 
they said, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house.’ 
thou shalt coniess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart, that God hath raised him 
irom the dead, thou shalt be saved.’ 1 John iv. 2, 3, 
and 15, and y. 1, to the same purpose. 

These, with many more piain and direct texts, make 
article necessary to be believed, 
supersede all others; namely, that Jesus is the 
Messiah. Nor is this required of us, barely because it 
is true, or to gain adventitious honor to the Deity, who 
Wants not the applause of péor mortal men; for such 
belief could signify nothing: But it was required of us 
to obtain obedience to his commands, and direct our 
practice, to promote virtuous actions, and the privci- 
ples which produce them. John v. 24, * Verily, veri- 
ly, say unto you, he that heareth my word, and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life.°— 
And viii. 31, ‘ Jesus said to those Jews which believed 
on him, if ye continue in my word, then are ye my dis- 
ciples, indeed.’ So that faith in Christ is not enough, 
unless we obey his word ; or rather, we cannot be tru- 
ly said to believe in him, whilst we reject his com- 
mandments. 1 John ii. 3, 4, ** And hereby we do 
Know that we know him, if we keep his command- 
ments: He that saith, 1 know him, and keepeth not 
his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is 
the love of God perfected : hereby know we that we 
are in him.? 


oily this and 


Let ns therefore see what are those commands, in 
the observance of which Christianity consists. It does 
not consist in the observance of days, nor months, nor 
ume, nor years, Gal. iv. 10. And Rom. xiv. 5. ‘ One 
man esteemeth one day above another, another man 
tsteemeth every day alike: let every man be fully 
persuaded in his own mind.? 


It does not consist in positive institutions, in forms 
1 Cor. vii. 19, ‘Circumcision is 
and uncircumcision is nothing, but keeping 
the commandments of Christ.’ And Gal. vi. 15, * In 


and ceremonies. 
Roth ie, 





And Rom. x. 9, ‘If 


Christ Jesus, neither circumcision availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumcision, but a new creature,’ Gal, v. 6, 
to the same puropose. 

It does not consist in meats nor in drinks, in fish nor 
in flesh. 1 Cor. viii. 8, ‘Meat commendeth us not té 
God: for neither if we eat, are we the better; nor if 
we eat not, are we the worse, But take heed lest this 
liberty of yours become a stumbling-block to them that 
are weak.’ And Rom. xiv. 17, ‘ The kingdom of 
God is not meat nor drink ; but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.’ 

It consists not in long prayers, nor in many prayers. 
Mat. vi. 7, ‘ When ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as 
for their much speaking. Be ye not therefore like 
them; for the Father knoweth what things ye have 
need of before ye ask. Indeed, it seems plain to me 
from this text, as well as from the reason of the thing, 
that prayer itself becomes chiefly a duty, as it raises 
our minds, by a contemplation of the divine wisdom, 
power and goodness, to an acknowledgement of his re- 
peated bounties to mankind; and as it disposes us to 
an imitation of those high perfections, and to be merci- 
ful and beneficent toone another. For it is absurd to 
suppose, that we can direct the All-wise Being in the 
dispensations of his providence ; or can flatier or per- 
suade him out of his eternal decrees. If therefore any 
texts in scripture seem to carry a contrary implication, 


same allowances as those are, which speak of God's 
hands and feet, and of his being subject to human 
passions. 


I conceive that they ought to be understood with the | 


do God’s will, he will know of the doctrine, whether it 
be of God or not ;? that is as much as to say, “ Make 
use of the judgment which God has given you; and 
see whether the doctrine taught you, be worthy of an 
omnipotent author; see whether it teach peace and 
love to your neighbor, compassion to all in distress, 
forbearance of injuries, humanity and indulgence to all 
who differ from you, duty to parents, submission and 
obedience to the laws of your country, and charitable- 
ness and benevolence to all mankind, and even to the 
brute creation; then you may be sure such doctrine 
comes from God. But if it breathe forth revenge, and 
implacable hatred; if it raise mobs, civil wars, and 
persecutions, for trifling opinions; if it have for its end 
ambition and worldly pride, and overturn every thing 
sacred and civil, which stands in its way ; if it encour- 
age the worst men, and oppress the best ; if it discour- 
age industry, and depopulate nations; them there are 
plain traces of Satan’s, or the popish priest's foot in it, 
and such a religion can never come from God.” 

When you have made this your best use of the fa- 
culties which God has given you, your endeavors will 
certainly be accepted by him; and you will meet all 
the reward which attends the judging right, since you 
have done all in your power to do so: for God puts » 
upon no man the Egyptian task of making bricks with- 
out straw; nor requires any thing which you cannot 
perform. Rom. ii. 10, 11, ‘ Glory, honor, and peace, 
to every man who worketh good; to the Jew first, and. 
then to the Gentile: for as many as have sinned with- 
out law, shall be punished without law; avd those 
that have sinned in the law, shall perish by the law.’ 





It does not consist in sacrifices performed in pom- 
pous churches and magnificent buildings, or in conse- 
crated trinkets. Acts xvii. 24, 25, ‘God, that made 
the world, and all things therein, secing that he is 
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands, neither is worshiped with men’s 


eth to all life and breath, and every thing.’ Acts vii. 
49, 50, ‘ The most High dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands. Heaven is his throne, and earth is his 
footstool ; what house will ye build to me, saith the 
Lord ; or where is the place of myrest? Hath not my 
hand made all things ? 

His being is universal, not confined to churches, 
chapels, choirs, nor altars; but his presence is every 
where alike, and not more immediately in ene place 
than another. Acts xvii. 27, 28, 29 ‘He is not far 
from every one of us, for in him we live and move and 
have our being, as certain also of your own poets have 
said, for we are his offspring ; for as much therefore, as 
we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that 
the Godhead is like unto geld or silver, or stone graven 
by art or man’s device.’ 

The Almighty has no favorite opinions, sects and na- 
tions. Acts x. 34, 55, ‘ And Peter opened his mouth 
and said, of a truth, I perceive that God is no respecter 
of persons, but im every nation he that feareth him and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted of him.’ 
11, * There is no respect of persons with God.? Col. 
iii. 11, ‘ There is neither Greek, nor Jew, circumci- 
sion nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
nor free, but Christ is al), and inall.’? Gal. iii. 28, 
‘ There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor female, for ye are 
all one in Jesus Christ. 








his will? St. John tells, vii. 16,17, ‘If any man will 


hands, as though he wanted any thing, seeing he giv- | 


Rom. ii. , 


How therefore shall we worship him? how know’ 


And verses 14, 15, ‘ For when the Gentiles, which 
| have not the law, do by nature the things of the law, 
they are a law unto themselves; which sheweth the 
, work of the law written in their hearts; their con- 
| Scleuce also bearing them witness, and their thoughts 
the mean while accusing or else excusing one 
another.’ 

| §o that the Gentiles themselves are to be judged by 
their sincerity, and not condemned for involuntary er- 
/rors. fkom. xiv. 10, 11, 12, 13, * Why doest thou 
judge thy brother? As I live, saith the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shal! confess 
to God ; so then every one of us shall give an account 


to God. Let us no!, therefore, judge one another any 
more.’ And verse 22, we are told w :i0 will be judged ° 


to happiness; ‘ happy is he who condemneth not him- 
i self in that thing which he alloweth.’ 1 John iii. 21, 
‘ Beloved, if our hearts condemn us not, then have we 
confidence towards God.’ | 

Cornelius, though a heathen, is commended in Acts 
| the 16th chap. verse 2d, as a * devout man’ and one that 
| feared God with all his house, which gave much alms 
'to the people, and prayed to God always; and Lydia, 

a seller of purple, though neithera Jew nora Christian, - 
be a worshipper of God, aud oue whose heart 

x0d had opened, before she heard the preaching of 
Paul,’ Ac’: xvi. 14. 

This comp: cheusive charity, this spirit of pi! ber 
neficence, rns every where througithe New- | csta- 
ment ; nor can! find any precept there given, but 
what is manilestiy advantageous to mankind, concuc- 
ing to their preseut happiness, and deducible from 
eternal reason, and the gesult of it. Mat. xxii. 35—29, 
‘a lawyer asked our Saviour, which is the greatest 
‘commandment of the law? And Jesus said unto him, 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, aud with allthy mind. This is 





l. 
lis said to 

















the first and great commandment: And the secorid is Phese words. mean, undoubtedly, that the thingw 
like unto it ; ‘thou shalt love thy rleighbor @s tltyself: | which Christ has enjoined upon us, are, in no wise, 
Upon théso two commandments hang all the law and | troublesome to perform. ; But many ee 
the prophets.’ posed. that the thing's which we are comman e 0, 

Another lawyer asks of him, (Luke x. 25,) ‘what | were such as consisted in a round of duties troublesome 
shall I do to obtain eternal life? and hie said unto him, | and perplexing. And in-the present time, we see dai- 
what is written in the law? how readest thou? And | ly instances in which people are complaining about the 
he said thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy | strictness of God’s commands. But this arises from a 
soul, and all thy strength, and all thy mind, and thy misunderstanding ofthe nature of sin and virtue. The 
neighbor as thyself. And he said unto him, thou hast | former has been represented as producing present hap- 
answered right: Do this, and thou shalt live. And) piness, the latier, as a hard path to walk in here be- 
chap. xviii. verse 18, and 20,&c. ‘ A certain ruler; jow, but such as will receive an ample reward hereaf- 
asked him, saying, good master, what shall I do to iu- | ter, Now it is obvious that such considerations lead 
herit eternal life? And Jesus said, thou knowest the men to imagine that they have to encounter many ob- 
commandments: do not commit adultery, do not kill, | stacles in the pursuit of virtue, and they are ready to 
do not steal, do not bear false witness, honor thy fath- | suppose that their burden is, in reality, hardly to be 
er and thy mother.’ He indeed adds afterwards anoth-|borme. But a few considerations will evince that such 
er cqndition, which was to seil all he had, and give it) 4 mistaken notion is the effect of wrong education ; for 
to the poor; which the ruler could not bring himself | who would be led to think so from the doctrines 
to comply with: though I dare say he would have of scripture, or their own experience? Besides, the 
promised to have believed creeds by the dozen, if those | pleasures of sin, which are so much talked of, directly 
would have done him any service. But I cannot find, | refute the opinion; for if we examine the effects of 
that in all scripture, our Saviour does impose upon Us| sin we shall perceive that the consequence of doing 
the belief of one modern creed, or of any other but) wrong, is misery ; and that in proportion to the magni- 
that he was the Messiah. 
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amd comductcof Manoah’s wife for thei imitation, 
They will. find an account of them in the Xiiith, of 
pJudges. Manoah having seen the angel of the: Lond 
in the flame of the. sacrifice, said to his wife, % yw, 
shall surely die because we have seen God.”  Buthig 
rwifé said unto him, ¢f the Lord were pileased-ty kay 
he would nol have received a burnt’ offering anda 
offering at our hands, neither would he have shewed us 
all these things, nor would, as at this lime, told us such, 
things as these.” 

Let ladies adopt this method of reasoning’i Conver- 
sation with those preachers whom we have mentioned, 
When the preacher tells them that God is their ene. 
my, and that he will surely torment them forever, let 
them say, if God were pleased to kill us, or injure us 
in any way, he would not have blessed us as he has 
done, he would not have crowned onr families with 
beauty, nor united them with love and good will,— 
When they are told that God will make children for. 
ever miserable, unless their parents join the church, 
let them say, if God were pleased to do this, he would 
not have told us, that ‘* the soul that sinneth it shall 
| die,” that the son shall not bear the iniquity of the fath- 
er, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son ; 


us, 





tude of the crime, we experience unhappiness. Who | that “ children are the heritage of the Lord, and the 


‘ . * 29 : = 
Chap. xviii. verse 8, ‘ Zaccheus, a publican, saith | cannot perceive the fallaciousness of the sentiment "be, fruit of the womb is his reward ;” neither would Jesus 


unto the Lord, haif of my goods I give unto the poor; Who cannot perceive that it tends to produce vice rath- 


and if I have taken any thing from any man by false | erthan virtue? Would any one continue in the path | 


accusation, I restore him forefold : And Jesus said unto } of virtue when he was assured that itishard? ‘To look 
him, this day is salvation come unto thy house ;’ with- upon God asa friend, is contrary to the effects of this 
out asking him one question about his faith. doctrine ; for he who considers that God has com- 

Rom. xiii. 8, 9, Owe no man any thing, but to love | manded him to do those things which contribute to 


/have taken them in his arms and blessed them, and 
: said, ** of such is the kingdom of heaven.” If then the 
preacher looks angry, and says, | warn you to flee from 
the wrath to come, God will torment you forever, let 
them say, if God were pleased to do this, he would not 
have promised us all a blessing in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


one another ; for he that loveth another, hath fulfilled! make him unhappy, will naturally look upon him as! Let them also ask the preacher, why he always ed 
the law : For this, thou shalt not commit adultery, thou/}an enemy rather than asa friend. He who believes; races the opportunity to call at those times when it 





shalt not kill, thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not bear! in a doctrine which informs him that the path of vice | Would be reasonable to suppose that their husbands 


false witness, thou shalt not covet; and if there is 
any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in 





is easy, will naturally be led to practice vice, whenhe | 4 not at home. If he should say (which indeed is 
is assured at the same time, that his repentance will) S°mewhat improbable) that it is because men generally 


this saying, namely, thou shalt love thy neighbor as | prevent him from receiving his just punishment. These 4°¢ opposed to his doctrine, and because he is more 


. . ; i . _ ss 
thyself.” The same doctrine, in another place, is thus | are a few of :he effects produced by such an erroneous | successful in gaining proselytes when they are away, 


shortly described ; ‘ by this all men shall know that ye | sentiment. On the other hand, talk to the transgres- | let them say that in ewe he is not unlike that being 
are my disciples, if ye love one another.” So that the {sor of the happiness he might enjoy ;—tell him that he , Who beguiled Eve to ent of the forbidden fruit. ; 
is doing himself the greatést evil ;—inform him of the | If they will do this, every reasonable person will 
goodness of God ;~—assure him that to practice virtue, | Venture to predict that the preacher will oe ee 
is the only way to be happy ;—point out to him the ; again, or that he will come witha very different spirit, 


love of God, and of our neighbor, is the whole duty of 
a Christian. The first implies the worship of God, or 
rather is the true and very worship of God in spirit and 
in truth; and the latter comprehends all the mora! and 
social virtues. 1 John iv. 7,8, * Beloved, let us love 
one another, for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God; he that lov- 
eth not, knoweth not God, for God is love.” Verse 16, 
‘God is love; and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth 
in God, and God in him.’ And chap. v. verse 3, St. 
John defines what the love of God is; namely, ‘ for 
this is the love of God, that we keep his command- 
ments.’ 

This is a religion every way worthy of ite eternal 
author; and we may know by the doctrine, that it 
comes from God. It is a religion for men of sense, for 
philosophers, for honest men; and comprehensible too 
by the meanest vulgar, without a guide ; a religion of 
reason, free from the blind mazes and studied intrica- 
cies of popish priests, and beneficial to society at first 
view. It despises apish gestures, and external buffoon- 
ery ; and effectually prevents, and puts an end to, all 
inhuman fierceness, and holy squabbles, ever occasion- 
ed by the selfish religions of corrupt priests. It leaves 
not unhappy men in perpetual doubts and anxieties, 
nor tosses and tumbles them, for relief, out of one super- 
stition into another; but esteems them all alike. 
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‘* For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
Mat. xi. 30. 
Being convinced that these words are not taught by 
many professors of christianity, 1 propose saying some- 
‘hing concerning them. 


evils he has to encounter ;—convince him that God’s 


happiness and that of all mankind ;—acquaint him 
with the awful effects of indulging in vice ; and, above 
all, teach him the purposes for which he was made, 
and he will require nothing besides to urge him to 
practice virtue. Now, | pursuade myself,that if a 
man be not convinced of the goodness of God, he can- 
not repent and turn from hisevil way. You teach hin 
that God is his enemy so long as he continues in sin, 
and he will not turn from his sins; he will continue to 
practice vice; andthe fear of punishment in a future 
state may serve to frighten him,but it can never produce 
genuine holiness. If we consider that God requires 
nothing but our own happiness we are led to look upon 
him as a friend, and to consider that if we transgress 
his commands, we shail be unhappy. But if we are 
taught to believe that he requires us to walk in the 
path of virtue, when it produces our unhappiness, we 
shall look upon him asatyrant. Therefore the wicked 
man should be convinced that he has to do those things 
only which contribute to his happiness; and to take 
upon him that ** yoke which is easy,” and that * bur- 
den which is light.” J. F. M. 
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A Hint to Females. 


Asa certain class of preachers are particularly care- 
ful when females are alone to endeavor to excite their 
fears, & terrify them into a belief ofunmerciful doctrines, 





it may be well to recommend to females the character 


“and pursue a very different course of conduct. W. 
Se 
commands are for no other purpose than to produce his 
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ON THE SAFETY OF BELIEVING THE 
DOCTRINE OF ETERNAL MISERY. 


There is a silly argument which is adopted by many 
people, viz. that it is better to believe in the doctrine 
of endless misery ; for should this prove untrue, Uni- 
versalism would take them up after all ; but, should it 
prove true, they would be infinite gainers thereby. 
This argument is used by both classes of our opponents, 
Calvinists and Arminians. We will consider their ar- 
gument, if this be not a wrong name for it, first, in rela- 
tion to the doctrines they believe. 

The Calvinist informs us that every man’s eternal 
destiny is irrevocably fixed; that he is predestinated 
either to heaven or hell. And he insists upon this sen- 
timent as one, if not the grand fundamental point in 
christianity. It is this solely which distinguishes him 
from the Arminian. He makes it a sine qua non m Fe~ 
ligion, and regards a disbelief of it as a sure proof of 
impenitence and reprobation. Now he certainly does 
wrong to use the argument which we have mentioned 
above. By this conduct he creates within us a feeling 
against him which is by no means agreeable to possess: 
He almost compels us to think him insincere. For how 
can a Calvinist think that a person’s disbelief of any 
truth will make the least alferation in his unalierable 
fate? When he contends that a belief of the doctrine 
of eternal punishment makes our eternal happiness 
surer than it otherwise would be, he himself gives up ® 
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point of doctrine without which he says there can be 
no christianity. He certainly does this, when he says 
that it is safer to believe in the doctrine of eternal pun- 
ishment. Suppose one of the elect should believe 
in Universalism, would he be eternally damned? Or 
would one of the non-elect be saved, were he to dis- 
believe it? Or does the disbelieving of it make a per- 
son one of those who were elected from before the 
foundation of the world? We will leave this part of 
our subject, for it represents our brethren in a light, in 
which we wish we might not view them. We have 
said enough to shew that Calvinists have no business 
with the argument. 

But let us inquire whether the Arminian is any more 
consistent in the use of this argument than is the Cal- 
vinist. The fundamental and distinguishing tenet of 
Arminianism is that man is not predestinated to eternal 
life or death, but that his future fate will be according 
to his present conduct. The Arminian insists much 
upon those passages of scripture which so justly assert 
that God will render to every man according to his 
deeds. He faults the Calvinists for not preaching that 
the future will correspond with the deeds done in the 
the body. He thinks that a man’s conduct, not his 
views and opinions, will decide whether he be endless- 
ty happy or miserable. Now when he says that it is 
safer to believe in eternal misery than Universalism, 
he changes his ground, he gives up that for which per- 
haps a few minutes before he so strenuously contended, 
and instead ef resting a man’s eternal state upon his 
works, he places it upon his views and opinions. It is 
certainly self-evident, that ifa man is to be eternally 
tormented becanse he imbibed errroneous ideas, his fu- 
‘ure coudition will net be decided by his works in this 
Now here we have just cause of complaint a- 
gainst our opponents. When they are obliged to argue 
with us, they throw their faith away, and contest in 
The Calvinist comes as an Arminian, and 
the Arminian as something else. But we should not 
think so much of this, would they only maintain one 
point long enough to bring its discussion fo a close.— 
Now what shall we do? How shall we confute the ar- 
vument that it is safer to believe in eternal punishment 
than Universalism? We should do both classes of our 
opposers strict justice, were we to refer them to their 
own doctrines as a sufficient confutation of it. 

Now if our opposers have no doubt of the truth of the 
voctrine of eternal punishment, they do wrong to make 
use of this argument. When they say, if the doctrine 
of eternal punishment should prove false, it would be 
better to believe it, they seem to imply that they have 
doubts of its truth. If they have no doubts of its truth, 
it seems wrong for-them to make it a matter of contin- 
gency, especially when they say it is of such impor- 
tance to believe it. 

But we see plainly that they prefer to believe, and 
prefer that others should believe the doctrine of end- 
less punishment. They would think best not to be- 
lieve Universalism even should it be true. It appears 
to be a bad spirit which speaks such language as this. 
Does it possess a knowledge of the evil effects of the 
doctrine of endless misery in the world? Has it seen 
the unconsoled parent weeping without hope over the 
cold remains of a departed son or daughter? Mas it 
seen his bosom heave with unabated grief for weeks, 
and months, and years? Has it seen ti-2 once kind 
and tender mother, driven by terror to frenzy, murder 
her own innocent offspring to save them from a fate 
which she thinks is to her unavoidable? Has it heard 
the sighs of dispair, and seen the tears of hopeless sor- 
Tow? Has it felt the desire for everlasting happiness 
which the wasting, dying soul has long cherished with 
increasing anxiety? Has it seen the noble fabrick of 
reason, with all its grand appendages, prostrated by 
the powerful influence of its doctrine ? 
answer in the affir:iati i 
for it cannot be je 


life. 


disruise. 


It has---it must 


1 
ae) 


ve toa 


nora ‘inhe-- 


1 doctaine which, like an overwheimuug ood, has} doctrine of endless misery, it ig 3 duty they owe to | 
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swept peace and innocence, reason and life away.— 
And yet it unblushingly says tc us, that it would be 
best to believe it, even should it be false. This spirit 
is like its doctrine. It has been flattered that in heav- 
en it shall rejoice at others’ woe, and it has on earth 
begun its mad career. Like the mid-night assassin that 
sets your house on fire, it stands and beholds the de- 
vastation which it has occasioned. Why will not our 
brethren think of these things? It is not possible that 
they can be ignorant of the facts at which we have 
hinted. And yet they seem to argue as though their 
doctrine were not injurious to the community. If we 
cannot purchase our everlasting happiness by believing 
in the endless misery of others, than which no idea can 
appear more remote from truth, reason suggests that 
it is not best to believe this doctrine upon any condi- 
tions whatever. If God had predestinated us to such 
an awful fate as this doctrine describes, would he have 
let us known it, so long as we could have been kept 
ignorant? It is presumed that the beasts which are 
slain for our subsistence know nothing of their fate un- 
til it is executed upon them. Pope says, 


‘6 The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to day, 
Had he thy reason would he skip and play? 
Pleas’d to the last he crops the flow’ry food, 
And licks the hand just rais’d to shed his blood.” 


And is God more merciful to man, thay to the beasts of 
the field? ‘This is unreasonable. 

God has no where said that we shall he saved for 
believing that he will torment others. The idea is re- 
pugnant to his character. Neither has he said that we 
shall be damned for believing that he will save the 
world. This is equally absurd. Who can suppose 
that God is better pleased with us when we attribute 
to him the deepest atrocity than when we believe him 
to be universally and unchangeably good? Why then 
should we think that it is safer to believe the doctrine 
of eternal torment? It certainly can do us no future 
good—it certainly does us present injury, and there- 
fore, it is best not to believe it; but on the contrary to 
cherish an unwavering faith in divine goodness, which 
works by love and purifies the heart. | RacHARps. 
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(> Unitarians generally reject the 
Doctrine of Endless Punishment. 


We have long been satisfied that but very few, if 
any, of the Unitarian Ministers in this vicinity believe 
the doctrine of Endless Misery ; and the following Ex- 
tract from a piece in the CuristT1An Discipce, will sat- 
isfy others that such is the fact. 

We are told that the Author is Mz. WALKER of 
Charlestown, one of the ablest Unitarian Ministers in 
this vicinity. 

EXTRACT. 

““ If by ‘ everlasting punishment’ is meant ‘ the pro- 
per eternity of hell-torments,’ it is a doctrine which 
most Unitarians of the present day concur tn rejeciing ¢ 
some understanding, by that ‘* everlasting destruction” 
to which the wicked are to be consigned, an absolute 
annihiiation ; odhers conceiving of their sufferings as 
consequential, and indefinite as to their duration ; and 
others, that all punishment will be remedial, and will 
U; Pvstoration to goodness and 


end at last in a Univers 
happiness.” 

It is with heart-felt joy that we see a gentleman of 
so high standing amon. ony Unitarian brethren, lay be- 
fore the public this pain acd explicit declaration ; and 
would those brethren deiz: ‘o receive a well-meat 
exhortation from us, we J urge them to become 


nis point in their preach- 





just as plain and expiici! on 


WS. 


‘ing, before their congre=: 


If they do reject the | 


Ti 
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God and man never even to connive at its support. 
isa doctrine which reflects the most horrid character 
conceivable on Deity, as they themselves will admit ; 
and as to its effects on the mind, they need not be in- 
formed that it is driving multitudes to madness and 
death, and rendering the lives of some of the most af- 
fectionate and some of the best of tueir fellow-creatures 
intolerably wretched. 

Those of the Unitarians particularly who believe iu 
‘ Universal Restoration’ ought not to conceal the light 
God has granted them. Admit that if they frankly 
avow their trust in the living God as the Saviour of ali 
men, they will suffer reproach,—are they not wiiling 
to endure the little odium for the sake of imparting to 
their hearers and to society at lsrge, those unspeaka- 
ble consolations and glorious hopes which themselves 
enjoy? Brethren, ye are deblors to the Greeks and to 
the Barbarians, to the wise and the unwise ; be not « 
shamed of the gospel of Christ.—Editors. 


OBITUARY. 


Diep, on the 16th ult. Mr. Lewis BALpwin, aged 
33, of a pulmonary and rapid consumption, which he 
bore with patience, resignation and christian fortitude. 
Mr. Baldwin was formerly, by profession, a Baptist, 
and in a very high standing among that denomination, 
generally, as well as in the church of which he was a 
member. It is but about two years or alittle upwards, , 
since he attended, as it were by accident, for the firs. 
time at the Universalist Church in Lombftrd-street, 
where, after attending a few times, he became a firu 
believer in the doctrine of Universal Salvation; and. 
to the great grief of his former friends, he was not 
backward in avowing that sentiment. In April, 1821, 
he commenced writing for the Christian Messenger. 
which he continued accasionally for a considerable 
time ; but his school o eupying so much of his time, 
and finding at Jength his health declining, he never 
fully completed what he had undertaken in this way. 
Some time in the spring or fore part of the summer of 
1822, he commenced pfeaching in the Northern Liber- 
ties, where he had for a considerable time taken quite 
an active part in the debates in the Berean Society ; 
and he continued preaching and debating in defence 
of the doctrine of Universal Grace, as long as his health 
would permit. He died, as he had lived, a pious and 
sincere Christian. A short time previous to his death, 
he was visited by Dr. Ifolcombe, his former Baptist 
minister, to whom he stated explicitly (as has been ac- 
knowledged b} Dr. H. since his death) that he contin- 
ued firm and unshaken in the belicf of Universal Sal- 
vation. In him society has sustained a Joss which will 
long be felt; his family, an irreparable one. His 
death has completely refuted the vain notion (as others 
who have gone before him have-repeatedly done) that 
Universalism is good to live by, but not to dieby. Any 
doctrine which is not good to die by, cannot be good to 
luve by: and any doctrine which will afford rea! conso- 
lation in life, will give equal support in death. We 
commend the bereaved widow and children to the be- 
lievers of that doctrine for whose sake our deceased 
tfriend and brother, in one respect, may be considered 
a voluntary martyr.—Philadelphia Uni. Mayazine. 

Diep, in Rome, N. ¥. on the 16th April, Mr. Hore 
Smith, father of the Rev. 8. R. Smith, aged 72 years. 
He died in hope of inheriting & happy immortality with 
ali the family of man. 

Diep in Miliord, N. Y..on the 13th ult. after an ill- 
ness of fifty-one days, which she bore with christian 
fortitude, Mrs. Evnick ADAMS, Ccoysort of kara Adams, 
beg. im the 45th year of her age.. 

In Stafford, Con. Capt. PorTER WALERIDgR, aged 
.o, 2 Latriot of the Revolution. 
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Song for the Fourth of July. 


By CAERLAYON. 


Unfurd your banners high, 
In a clear and open sky, 
Your Nation shew! 
In female beauty drest, 
With all the graces blest, 
By ali our heart carest, 
All hxil the view! 


Our Fagle, fly in air, 
Grand Bird of pinion rare, 
Prowess display. 
For this our nation have, 
Both on the land and wave, 
Honor their footsteps lave, 
All hail the Day! 


We hail the twinkling stars, 
Lach his own glory bears, 
} Many in One! 
’ Your numbers shall increase, 
Your grandeur never cease, 
Nations ye shall release 
As ye go on. 


The howling wilderness, 
In cultivated dress, 
Shall treasures yield, 
By vivid gospel light, 
The Indians shall unite ; 
And bury hate and spite, 
And plough the field. 


A chrystal stream shall flow, 
A purer air shall blows 
And change their mein. 
They shall be white and clean, 
; To our instruction lean, 
Do noble acts of men, 
In friendship glow. 
All hail our holy Day ! 
Shall children’s children say, 
We are born free ! 
While shines the Milky Way, 
While fules the sun the day, 
While virtue bears the sway, 
We will be Free! 
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Tn this dark vale of tears and sorrow, 
What can cheer the mournful mind ? 
In what, but visions of the future, 
Can we peace and comfort find ? 


All the things of earth are fleeting ; 
All is empty pageantry :-— 

All its pleasures are unreal ; 
All its pomp is vanity. 


Oh! did we think the coffin slumber 
Was eternal—and that man 

Would, after death, have no existence, 
Having measur’d his short span :— 


Dark would be our views and gloomy— 
Nought could peace or joy inspire ; 
Anticipation would be joyless— 
: Blasted all our soul’s desire. 


But there is a glorious heaven, 

Where God’s children all are bless’d ; 
Where the wicked cease from troubling, 

And the weary are at rest. P—., 





From the American Statesman. 
Ode for the 4th July. 


Let grateful millions join to raise, 

In freedom’s song, JEHOVAR’s praise, 

; Who gave our nation birth ; 

Who laid the oppressive tyrant low, 

And broke the savage warrior’s bow, 
And freedom gave to earth. 


Our starry banners wave in air, 

While manly youth and virgins fair 
Learn Independence’s song ; 

And sing oppression’s broken chain, 

And shout fair freedom’s gentle reign, 
Whose laws are mild but strong. 


Her sacred fire our fathers caught, 

Through seas of blood our heroes faught, 
To plant her in our land ; 

And we their sons rejoice to see 

The fruit and blossoms of the tree, 
Which shall forever stand. 


When foreign and internal foes 
Against our Independence rose, 
To fell fair freedom’s tree ; 
Her genius fir’d a million hearts, 
And wing’d as many fatal darts, 

To sink them in the sea. 


With joy we see, among the great, 
A hero fill the chair of state, 
Who fought for liberty ; 
To union has our state restor’d, 
Our shatter’d bark has safely moor’d, 
And loves to see us free. 


From zone to zone, and round the earth, 
May Freedom give the nations birth, 
And break oppression’s chain ; 
May olive peace her garlands weave 
Long as the mighty waters wave, 
And hold her gentle reign. H. B. 
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Auother conversion in the Ministry. 


PiymovTn, (Mass.) Jeng 30, 1823. 
Rev. Hosea Ballou, 

Sir,—Though unacquainted with you, I take the lib- 
erty to address you on the subject of religion, hoping 
| you will not take it amiss, as | have lately come out in 
| defence of Universal Salvation. 

In my 19th year, (about 8 years ago,) I united my- 
re, to the Methodist Episcopal Church ; and for seven 
; years I have been an official member, and for about 4 
years a preacher, im said church: and though | can 
bear testimony to the pious sincerity of my brethren in 
the ministry, and my lay brethren in general, such, is 
the imperfection of our discipline that no difference of 
opinion can be tolerated, especially among the minis- 
try ; and on that account | find myself under the disa- 
greeable necessity of withdrawing my membership, 
‘and uniting with some society of more liberal and tol- 
| erant views. 
I believe the following the principal points in which 
| I differ from my brethren. 1. I do not like /piscopacy. 
12. I do not believe in the doctrine of the Trinity. 3. 
A do not believe in total depravity, or any other de- 
pravity, that makes it necessary for us to hate God, 
| previous to a supernatural conversion. 4. I do not be- 
lieve in infinite, nor vicarious atonement. 5. ] do 
not believe in supernatural conversions. 6. I do not 
‘believe there is a wicked immaterial being possessing 
| personal identity, whom the Lord permits to wander 
about, and constantly counteract his gracious designs, 
‘nor do | believe in any other devil, but wicked men 











and personified principles of evil. 7th, and 

do not believe in the unmerciful doctrine of 
punishment. The above named points, | consider 
neither scriptural nor reasonable. My articles. of faith 
are very simple, I believe in one God and one Lord Je. 
sus Christ, and that because he lives we shall live also, 
I have never read any universalist books, except, late. 
ly, a sermon, and | have never heard any universalist: 
preaching, except two sermons at the dedication of the 
new Meeting-House in Boston, a few weeks ago. If 
you will have the gooduess to answer this, this Week, 
and let me know wherein I differ from you, and on 
what condition, I can be received as a preacher inte 
the Universalist Church, you will oblige me ye 
much. ELIPHALET CASE, Jun, 
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Important, if true.—The Portsmouth Journal of Sat. 
urday last, announces the arrival at that port of the 
ship fame, Capt. Folsom, in 34 days from St. Ubes 
bringing a report, which Capt. F. says was received at 
St. Ubes on the day he sailed, (May 30,) that the’ 
French army had entered Madrid: and that the Porty- 
| guese troops, ordered for the defence of Spain, had re- 
, volted,—refusing to join the Spanish cause. 

Vera Cruz papers to the 13th May, have been re- 
, ceived at Norfolk, in which the abdication of Don Av- 
'GUSTINE DE ITURERIDE is announced. He retires to 
| Italy with a salary of $25,000 per annum, payable in 
Mexico ; and his family, after his death, to have $8,000 
per annum, from the Mexican government. 

| Commissioners have arrived in Mexico from Spain, 


j with authority to acknowledge the Independence of 
| Mexico, on the part of the Cortes, and to form a close 


| alliance between the two powers. 

Another Revolution.—Capt. Burns of the brig Iris, 
arrived at Philadelphia, states that two days beiore he 
sailed, a revolution took place at Campeachy, and the 
people declared the whole of Yucatan independent of 
Mexico. 

The President of the United States, has appointed 
John M’Lean Post-Master General, vice R. J. Meigs, 
resigned. 

Unhappy Occurrence.—During the display of fire- 
works at Salem, on the 4th inst. an explosion took 
place, by which twenty-nine persons were injured, 
three of whom have since died. 

At New-York on the 4th inst. the stick of a rocket 
in falling, broke through the tiled roof of a house, fell 
upon some clothing in the garret, burnit several holes in 
two or three woollen garments, and the fire went out. 

Twenty pirates out of the twenty-eight, sent into 
Kingston, (Jamaica) for trial, were executed there on 
the 16th of May. 

A man asleep in a barn near Reading, Pen. waslate- 
ly near being strangled by a black snake which had 
twined round his neck—two others were lying near 
his face, when he awoke. 











In this city, by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Thomas 
Kendall to Mrs. Sarah Rhoades. 

By the Rev. Mr. Hedding, Mr. Ebenezer D. York to 
Miss Martha Creighton. 

By the Rev. Mr. Palfrey, Mr. Stephen P. Fuller to 
Miss Mary E. N. Griffith, both of this city. 

By the Rev. Paul Dean, Mr. Joseph Goodwin to 
Miss Sarah Swallow. 

In Cambridgeport, by the Rev. Thomas Whittemore, 
Mr. Henry Norton to Miss Rebecca G. Pease, both 0 
Cambridge, and Mr. Richard Blanchard, of Boston, to 
Miss Eliza Mason, of Cambridge. 


DIED, 

In this city, Mrs. Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Joel grain 

ardson, aged 44.—Mrs. Theodcsia Wild.—Mr. “— 
D. Holloway, aged 46.—Miss Lucy W. Beaman, a3¢ 

19 years. 
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